1 Statement of Principle

1.1 Statement of Principle
The music of the church should be appropriate for worship - that is, it should be liturgical and have aesthetic integrity. The music of worship should serve the dialogue between God and his people. It must be true to the full message of the Scriptures and reflective of biblical Christian experience. Along with the biblical motif, the music of worship should give expression to the other motifs of liturgy: the catholic, the confessional, and the pastoral. The music of worship should satisfy the aesthetic laws that are conditions of good art, such as imaginative craftsmanship and seriousness of expression. It should reflect the church at worship today and throughout the ages in ways that are relevant, enduring, festive, and dignified

1.2 Interpretation

The four liturgical motifs listed in the Statement of Principle - the biblical, the catholic, the confessional, and the pastoral - are present in all worship and ought to complement one another. They may not be equally obvious in every service, but they should all be appropriately represented in the flow of worship services throughout the year.

The music of the church should be biblical.  Text and tunes must serve worship in ways true to biblical patterns for liturgy and must be faithful to the full range of the revelation of God in Scripture. Psalms and Bible songs must be faithful to the original meaning and context of the Scripture passage. Hymn texts are to be true to the teachings of Scripture.

Furthermore, our music should be “reflective of biblical Christian experience”.  It will manifest, therefore, a spirituality that centres upon God and His works. Our experience of Him is secondary to this, even as it is in the Psalms. This statement deals with a perceived weakness of our age, albeit by negation; our hymnody must avoid the fads and the spirit of our age. Nevertheless, our hymnody must reflect (in its turns of phrase at least) our particular time in history.

Our Church Order requires the singing of Psalms in worship. We have been blessed with a love for them and wish to foster that tradition. The book of Psalms is God’s gift of song to the Church. Although most of today’s poets would probably write fewer laments and more songs of praise than the Psalmist did, every Psalm has meaning for Christians in some time or place. For the sake of those suffering persecution for Christ; and on behalf of those being led astray by false shepherds, even in the present day, we will continue to sing the imprecatory Psalms:  weeping with those who weep; praying even as we sing them, not only that Christ’s confirmed enemies be punished, strongholds be broken down, and God’s Kingdom come, but also that we might be spared the conditions that provoke such anguished prayer.

The Bible-song section expands the singing of Scripture to include other Bible songs and other sections of Scripture that are appropriate for song.

In choosing the hymns, we have sought to maintain the same balance of the biblical Christian experience that we find in the Psalms, and the reflections and expressions of New Testament believers on the majesty and goodness of God and his grace in Christ.

The music of the church should be catholic.  Our music should express not only the unity of a single denomination or congregation but also the unity of the Church throughout the world and from all ages. We rejoice in the communion of the saints when we sing ancient prayers and songs from a variety of Christian communities, cultures and traditions that make up the body of Christ. In addition, because we worship together as families, the music of the church ought to include some songs that our little ones can sing and understand. To meet these many different needs, our hymnody should contain a variety of styles and contributions from various cultures and eras, bearing in mind, however, that singing with cultural integrity is also part of worshipping “in truth”.

The music of the church should be confessional.  While we recognise that the Lord has His people in many places, nevertheless we humbly confess that the system of understanding Christianity known as the Reformed faith is simply the faith of the Bible. To worship in truth, therefore, our music must reflect our confessional and doctrinal understanding of Scripture, with its emphasis on the communal rather than on the individualistic. Hence our songs deal with topics like the covenant and baptism, God’s sovereignty and election and providence. That does not mean that every aspect of a given teaching must be present in every song on that subject. A song is a song, not a systematic theology. A text is not to be judged by what it fails to say, unless in its failure a false impression is conveyed.

The music of the church should be pastoral.  Each part of the body of Christ worships in a particular time and place and has a unique set of needs. Each church needs to identify with an already familiar body of songs and singing this collection of songs contributes to the unity of the churches. The words of these songs must be written in language that is understandable to the congregation and set to singable melodies.  In this way we can fulfil the exhortation of the apostle Paul who wrote; “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.” (Col. 3:16).

The music of the Church should be beautiful. Its poetry should have aesthetic integrity in itself, not relying on the music to carry it; its music likewise having aesthetic integrity in itself, not relying on the poetry to carry it. And the two should complement each other, the resultant whole satisfying the laws of balance, unity, variety, harmony, design, rhythm, restraint and fitness.

In all these ways the music of the church serves the dialogue between God and His people, containing God’s Word to us and our response to Him. The Church’s music also provides a way for us to address others. Since God’s people are His ambassadors to the whole world, the Church’s songs must witness to God’s wondrous acts of saving love and must call all people and nations to honour and obey the King of kings and Lord of lords. 

So shall we all, in the Spirit, in truth, in holiness and in beauty, join the eternal song:


“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb


be praise and honour and glory and power


for ever and ever!” (Rev. 5:13).

